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BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
Reported by Varda Pinckard 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Dalgliesh, Alice Scribner 
ADAM AND THE GOLDEN COCK Cloth; $2.50; 83x65 


* To the Connecticut town in which Adam lived, the coming of General Rochambeau 
meant the hastening of the colonial victory. To Adam, a shepherd boy, it meant the 
beginning of a magic time filled with intrigue, valor, and suspicion. Beautifully 
illustrated in pastoral pictures by Leonard Weisgard, this story leaves a broad margin 
for fantasy without departing from the world of historical possibility. An imaginative 
introduction to American history, a tasteful tribute to the freedom loving French 
forces who aided General Washington. (10/26. LC:59-7206) 


Brown, Myra Berry Watts 
COMPANY FOR DINNER Cloth; $2.50; 8x9 


* All day long mother washes and polishes. Evening comes and the table is 
set with the best dishes. Stevie is given a quick bath and a kitchen dinner. The 
house is filled with excitement for tonight there will be company. An evocative 
reproduction of the festive atmosphere a child feels when his parents prepare for a 
party with lively illustrations by Dorothy Marino. An easy vocabulary and the genuine 
enthusiasm of the author for her subject allow for maximum reader identification and 
encourage the child in a positive attitude toward hospitality. (10/23. LC:59-5669) 


Hall, Donald Watts 
ANDREW THE LION FARMER Cloth; 9x11; $2.95 


Andrew has always wanted a pet lion. He gets one. The procedure is simple: 
Andrew merely pops a seed in a pot of earth, and after a respectable period of days, 
his Lion, Lollipop, emerges. From this point on the story maintains its zany pace, 
with Lollipop asserting his tastes, Andrew growing a candy bush, and a whole new crop 
of lions appearing. Jane Miller's free elegance in the depiction of Andrew and his 
menagerie lends a decorative quality to the telling of this fantasy. (10/23.10:59-12551) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Sasek, M. Macmillan 
THIS IS LONDON Board ;$3.00, Cloth;$3.75; 13x9 


* This is a guided pictorial through London, its parks, its squares, its 
places, its river, a glimpse of its proper bankers and starclred Nannies. This is the 
smell of violets, the bracing warmth of four o'clock tea, the chaos of Piccadilly and 
the lure of the Tower. This is London, a city of history and civilization, a city of 
history and civilization, a city of nostalgia for all those whose native language is 
English. M. Sasek, with his daring sense of design and his unusual use of color, 
conjures up the spirit of London town in a book so vivid and inviting that readers of 
all ages will take refreshment in this invitation to a delightful journey. This 
is Paris will shortly appear. (11/10) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Lenski, Lois Lippincott 
COAL CAMP GIRL $3.95 


* Nine-year-old Tina Wilson, a West Virginian, finds,within the mining community 
in which she is growing up, a rich, varied, and exciting life. The constant threat of 
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disaster, the intense feeling of community, the caves which offer riches, adventure, and 
sometimes tragedy form an atmosphere of which the responsive Tina is keenly aware. Lois 

Lenski writes of the town, the company store, those men who are born with the love of coal 

in their blood and those who live to leave the mines with unusual feeling, embellishing = 
her story with much factual information on the workings of a mine and the lives of its 

miners. Illustrated by the author in evocative black and white drawings, this is a story 

unique in the truthful portrayal it offers the readers of this age level. One of the best 

in this regional way of life series. (10/20. 16:59-12356) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN-- NON-FICTION 


Elting, Mary Grosset & Dunlap 
THE ANSWER BOOK Paper over board;$3.95;83x11 


* A mother - and a writer - Mary Elting has first hand experience with the un- 
ending stream of questions children ask. Emily Baker, of the San Bernardino County School 
system,has contributed her experience on the character and incidence of children's questions. 
Others in the fields of science and natural history have checked on the accuracy of the text. 
And together their efforts have resulted in The Answer Book which should provide many thousands 
of desperate parents with the shortcuts they need in keeping pace with the questions on every 
conceivable subject their children are asking. The Hows anc Whys and Whats and Whens and 
Wheres of a wide range of subjects are succinctly answered, and an index at the back, which 
provides cross reference to subjects and pictures; ten sections broken down into specific 
questicns in individual tables of contents make the book a useful information tool which the 
inquiring youngster will use constantly. But it is to the parents we particularly recommend 
it. The areas covered include: Traveling into Space; The Wonderful Animal World; How Does It 
Work? How Did-They Do It? Information Please; Beginnings; What Makes Things and Why? Friends 
and Enemies; How Do We Know? This differs from Frances Chrystie's The First Book of Surprising 
Facts (Watts--1956) in that that book is a miscellany of facts, anecdotes, etc. and makes no 
attempt to be an organized set of related topics. Specialists in their respective fields hav 
provided Mary Elting's book with black and white illustrations and a liberal number in full 
color. Reenforced spine. (Publ.) 


Lomask, Milton Kenedy 
GENERAL PHIL SHERIDAN AND THE UNION CAVALRY $2.50 


Phil Sheridan, the trigger-tempered son of an Ohio contractor, knew from the 
time he was a runt-sized boy that he enjoyed fighting more than any other pursuit. Despite 
the stern admonitions of his family and priests, Phil continued to be a fighter, realizing 
as he matured that his courage would be of value only if he learned to control his peppery 
nature. Sheridan's entry into West Point despite familiar and clerical reservations, his 
mastery over impulse, and his rise to fame culminating in his heroic role final victory of 
the Union is given an animated portrayal in this biography of one of America's most noted 
cavalry men. Illustrated by Jo Polseno. Of special interest to Catholic readers. (11/19. 
LC: 59-12923) 


Bradley, Duane & Lippincott 
lord, Eugene OUR WORLD OF SCIENCE $3.00 


A beginner's science text, this book introduces the reader to the various areas 
of physical phenomena. Theories of sound, light, motion, gravity, temperature, the atmos- 
phere, electricity and magnetism are investigated in simple terms. Experiments involving 
safe and accessible equipment accompany the text giving the reader an introduction to the 
scientific approach, the empirical pursuit of knowledge. A helpful and compact companion to 
elementary science courses. (10/22. LC:59-9222) 


Lobsenz, Norman Watts 
THE FIRST BOOK OF NATIONAL PARKS $1.95 

A survey of 29 American national parks, this text invites the reader on a photo- 
graphic tour of America's geysers, volcanoes, prehistoric forests, glaciers, lakes, mountains, 
and caverns. Stressing the great variety of America's natural recreation spots, Norman 
Lobsenz in this companion volume to his First Book of National Monuments writes of the appear- 
ance, traditions, and histories of each site. Photographically illustrated, an invitation 
to a voyage within the United States domain. (10/7? 1C6:59-12205) 
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Berry, Erick Lippincott-Portraits of the Nations 
THE LAND AND PEOPLE OF ICELAND $2.95 


Revealing an intimate knowledge of Iceland, its culture, its problems, and 
its people, this book presents an illuminating statement of contemporary and historic 
Iceland. Although the terrain of the country offers enormous problems--volcanoes, 
geysers--the industrious descendants of the Vikings, Scandinavians, and Irish have . 
made immense economic strides. A country of austere beauty, of prodigious shepherds 
and fishermen, Iceland emerges vividly in this sympathetic portrait. Illustrated with 
photographs. (10/16. LC:59-12370) 


Komroff, Manuel Putnam age 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN $2.50 


A favorite subject of biography, Abraham Lincoln's personal and political 
life affords the historian broad emotional scope. In this factual and documented ac- 
count of his life, Manuel Komroff treats the President from His birth to his death. 
The usual high points, his marriage and its disorders--the deaths of his children, : 
the Lincoln-Douglas debates, the Civil War, his Presidency are all thoroughly explored. 
Without resorting to fancy, the author gives a vigorous and multi-dimensional account 
of Lincoln, using, to a large extent, contemporary sources. Appropriate for school 
libraries. Illustrated by Leonard E. Fisher. (11/§. 1C:59-12951) 


THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 


Chandler, Ruth Forbes Abelard-Schuman 
LADDER TO THE SKY $3.00 


Chip, a colored high school student, seems to have three strikes against 
him: he is poor, a dubious student, and a member of a marginal group. Chip's fierce 
desire to live on a farm, both for the sake of his family's health and because of his 
native desire to possess roots, leads him and his family into a series of near di- 
sasters. The difficult business of surviving the first winter in a lonely community 
without benefit of funds or conveniences almost destroys the family, but neighborli- 
ness and courage protect Chip's dream and at the end of the year he emerges a stronger, 
more integrated person. Ruth Chandler writes convincingly of the Negro family and their 
particular problems in a northern white, but fairly sympathetic community, avoiding 
cliches and tired sentimentality. (10/28. LC:59-6512) 


Freehof, Lillian S. Abelard-Schuman 
THE GHOST OF GARINA STREET $2.75 


The house on Garina Street is alleged to be haunted. Only Ted Loomis, the 
paper delivery boy, knows the true nature of its ghost, the dual character of Juliette 
and Gloomy Mary. Ted's accidental discovery embroils him deeply in the life of an aged 
Shakespearian actress who switches at will from the role of the light-hearted ingenue 
to that of the troubled but realistic Mary. As he is drawn deeper and deeper into her 
fantasy, he also recognizes her actual need for care and nourishment. And when, after 
a poignant friendship, the old woman dies, leaving Tom as her heir, he is rewarded both 
materially and by the deep love of Shakespeare which she has transmitted to him. A 
somewhat unlikely situation, nicely ornamented with flourishes of Shakespeare and the 
author's own turn for whimsy. (10/23. 10:59-14255) 


Craig, John Bobbs-Merrill 
THE LONG RETURN $2.95 


Thad, whose family moved in the eighteenth century from Vermont to upper 
Canada, does not suspect; as he stands beside the stream on a morning when he is nearly 
twelve, that he is soon to be separated from his congenial family. Taken forcibly by 
an Ojibway Chief as his adopted son, Thad spends the next two years learning their ways 
from the friendly Indians. Developing himself into a fine young brave, he is torn by 
his loyalty to his old family and his adopted parents, but, resolved to return home, he 
forsakes the Indians. When later, just as he is about to be reunited with his white 
parents, the Ojibway save his life, Thad realizes that he is doubly blessed; and once 
more securely home, he looks forward to reunions with his foster family. Rich in detail 
of Ojibway traditions, this book approaches the Indian from a refreshing and favorable 
perspective. Scouts and readers interested in wood lore will particularly enjoy this 
account of Thad's adventure. (10/7) 
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Du Jardin, Rosamond Lippincott 
DOUBLE WEDDING $2.75 


Once again Pam and Penny, the twins of Double Date, Showboat Summer and so on, e 
emerge as the true blue co-eds, despite a few problems that beset their romantic careers. 
Theirs is a problem - in double time- that confronts many undergraduates:- to marry or to 
wait for the security of post graduate years. Commonsense wins out- and they go into 
marriage through a rose-colored haze, confident of the future. One confesses to an adult 
sense of rather cloying self-righteousness, and Mrs. Du Jardin's style still suffers from 
a plethora of cliches- and an aura of sentiment. But she has the gift of recognizing the 
wishful thinking of her loyal readers- and gives them what they want, pressed down and 
running over, along with a few pertinent contemporary problems. One weeps only crocodile 
tears, however, for the unrealistic sense of sacrifice Pam displays in her willingness to 
live in an ultra-modern, luxurious farmhouse. It doesn't ring quite true. (10/29. LC:59- 


12354) 


Heinlein, Robert A. Putnam 
STARSHIP TROOPERS 27 © $2.95 


A report on this title appeared in the last issue, but additional material has 
reached us which necessitates a completely revised viewpoint and a new report. Heinlein 
is generally regarded as one of the most dependable of the SF fraternity, and this is a 
weirdly credible adventure revolving around a youth in his late teens, a citizen of Terra, 
who enlists as an interstellar soldier. His journeys not only include fantastic journeys 
through space, combats with insect enemies, and so forth, but they extend to the battle- 
front of the mind, and it is on this level that the book must be more closely analyzed. 
Quite evidently Heinlein is projecting his own justification of the moral validity of war, 
of a proper military order dictated by reason, of a moral philosophy which advocates capital 
punishment, military violence dictated by "older and wiser heads”, and a virtual reign of 
terror by force, but he attacks concepts and historic figures with vitriolic hysteria. Any 
realization of this as presenting characters engaged in philosophic discussion - which 
Heinlein would perhaps suggest - is far from the truth. It reads rather as dogmatic airing 
of very personal attitudes - a somewhat menacing sort of "brain-washing"” for the uninitiated 
and acceptant readers. (11/5. 1C:59-12950) 


THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN- NON-FICTION 


THE ILLUSTRATED ENCYCLOPEDIA Grosset & Dunlap 
Cloth; 85 x 11 $6.95 


This is based on the series of Larousse encyclopedias, adapted to American 
children for junior high school level. The thought behind it is that the ordinary concept 
of an alphabetical arrangement of facts holds small interest for children, but that the 
grouping of material under basic ideas, in articles designed for clear informational reading, 
can be entertaining and at the same time provide sound reference. The end result inevitably 
means some conspicuous omissions; a random check, for example, indicates that while Hitler 
is mentioned four times, Lenin, Stalin and the U.S.S.R. as a giant factor today are not 
mentioned at all; nor are Nasser and the Arabs, the Jews and Israel, the Suez Canal; the 
communization of China is given part of a sentence- and Communism is only briefly indicated, 
as a threat. And yet there are concise expositions of vast subjects compressed into brief 
compass, and giving an overall sense of the sweep of history, science, and so on. The five 
main sections indicate the scope:- The World We Live In; Our History Through the Ages; 
Living Beings; Made in the Service of Man; and How We Live Today. Here is a compendium of 
facts of general knowledge rather than a reference tool of specific and isolated facts. Broad 
gauged topical subjects can be found here; there is rather shockingly inadequate biographical 
material in any field of science, history or general information. Very fully illustrated on 
almost every page of text. (Publ.) 
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Heagney, Anne Kenedy 
DE TONTI OF THE IRON HAND $2.50 
And the Exploration of the Mississippi 

The perilous exploration of the Mississippi River was a task undertaken by 
Captain de Tonti in the 1680's both out of love for France and for his leader, the 
fearless La Salle. In this novel of a boy's allegiance to the hook-armed soldier, 
Anne Heagney,. against a vivid scenic background of the Arkansas and Mississippi 
territory, presents a concise picture of the political aspirations of the times as 
embodied by de Tonti. A shrewd adventurer, de Tonti befriended the Indians, but did 
not hesitate to deceive them for the sake of his country's interests. Fearless, 
bold, dedicated to La Salle's ambitions for establishing French territories to the 
South, he willingly took a second place to his hero, acquitting himself at every turn 
with valor matched only by his shrewdness. Anne Heagney's ability to describe land- 
scape and season adds dimension to the straightforward historical argument she presents. 
(11/19. LC:59-12902 ) 


Daniels, Jonathan Lippincott 
MOSBY, The Gray Ghost of the Confederacy $2.95 


John Mosby, a native of Virginia and the leader of the Confederate guerrilla 
forces, possessed all the qualities traditionally associated with an officer. An 
oustanding scholar, he doted on classics; frail of health, he took on the most 
formidable foe with the ferocity of a panther. His exploits during the Civil War, 
acts of daring in which he and his men attacked despite vast numerical disadvantage, 
his unflinching refusal to yield to his many serious wounds, and his final recognition, 
both by the South and the North, as a soldier of extraordinary stature, render him one 
of the most romantic figures of his time. Written by a Southern newspaperman well 
known for his adult books, this biography is rich in action, history, and sympathetic 
understanding of the Confederate position. (10/22. 10:59-13254) 


Newell, Homer E., Jr. McGraw-Hill 
WINDOW IN THE SKY $2.75 


Based on data, mainly accumulated over the past sixty years, this book, half 
fact, half theory, reveals the secrets of our upper atmosphere. Remote, complex, and 
constantly changing, this area is the uncharted dominion of our universe. Based on 
evidence detected from the observation of light and sound, calculated mathematically, 
this text reveals what so far man has learned of this region. Diagrammed and illustrated 
by Gustav Schrotter, Window In the Sky describes the techniques which science today is 
using in order to break through the "window of the sky" in order to scan the puzzling 
scene beyond. (10/28. LC:59-13938) 


Fox, William & Walck 
Welles, Samuel FROM BONES TO BODIES $3.00 


Paleontology, the study of fossils, reveals much to man of his own evolution 
and the complexion of the earth from its earliest days. Extremely lucid and detailed, 
this text investigates the techniques of the paleontologist. Abundant in examples of 
how the paleonthologist has unearthed a coherent history, there are insights here on 
everything from rats to human beings. A text which not only illuminates the history 
of the species, but also describes their specific physiological features in terms of 
function. (12/7? L0:59-12959) . 


Battista, O.A. Winston 
THE CHALLENGE OF CHEMISTRY $3.95 


* Both entertaining and informative, this text establishes the vast boundaries 
of the science of chemistry. In his first chapters, the author defines chemistry. He 
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then proceeds to investigate its various branches--organic, inorganic, analytical, 
physical, polymeric, medicinal, radio, agricultural, industrial, and engineering. Spanning 
the achievements of chemists in the past and speculating on the vastly creative impulse = 
which must motivate chemists of the future, 0.A. Battista imbues his subject with the 
fascination of a science fiction story. Within the grasp of even the least technical mind, 
The Challenge of Chemistry, rich in anecdotes and specific examples, should do much to 
intrigue the already devoted science student, and still more to wean the indifferent 
adolescent to a more understanding enthusiasm of the riches of this field. An excellent 
companion to Gordon Keith Irwin's The Romance of Chemistry (Viking, p. 301 (J-211)), this 
text places a greater emphasis on the future of chemistry, speculating as to what will be 
its domain, the problems and materials with which it necessarily will deal. (11/9. IC :59- 
7291) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Gartmann, Heinz Morrow 
RINGS AROUND THE WORLD $5.95 


An informative and interesting history of man's technical progress, taking in 
all countries of the West, and covering every significant invention from the earliest 
steam engine to the latest moon rocket. As a good general survey, fascinatingly presented, 
this has great value, despite somewhat German orientation and a slight awkwardness in 
writing of the war years and the price German technology paid for Hitler's manias. Written 
in a vivid, non-technical manner which the high school student with a bent in this 
direction will find rewarding. Illustrated. Full report p. 782. (11/18. L0:59-13589) 


RELIGIOUS JUVENILES: CATHOLIC 


Keyes, Frances Parkinson Farrar, Straus & Cudahy oy 
MOTHER CABRINI: Missionary to the World $1.95 


This is one of the best volumes to appear in the Vision Books series. The 
remarkable character and astounding achievements of the first U.S. citizen to be 
canonized come alive for Catholic girls between the ages of ten and sixteen through the 
fictional device of a mother superior's story told to two of her eighth-grade pupils. 

An inspiring account is given of the establishment of numerous, far-flung convents, 
schools, orphanages and hospitals by Mother Cabrini. Authoritative sources have been 
drawn on and careful research on the part of the author is apparent. The style is simple 
and interesting. IJmprimatur. (Publ. LC:59-780) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 
Page 


550 (J-286) Fisher, Dorothy C.- AND LONG REMEMBER- from 10/7 to 10/28- price from $3.25 
to $3.50 (McGraw-Hill-Whittlesey ) 
551 (J-287) Lindquist, Willis- ALASKA- from 10/7 to 10/28 (McGraw-Hill-Whittlesey ) 
557 (J-293) Barnes, Eric W.- THE WAR BETWEEN THE STATES- from 10/7 to 10/28 (McGraw-Hill) 
602 (J-300) Epstein, S. & B.- CHANGE FOR A PENNY- price from $3.00 to $3.50 (Coward-McCann) 
650 (J-308) Bowman, Clare- BUSY BODIES- Easy Reading- the initial letters are not omitted 
but were inset after the receipt of our galley, in hand set letters. 
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Note 


We have run out the string and there are a minimal number of 1959 titles for the end 
of the season. With the November ist issue we begin our coverage of 1960 books and 
we would like to remind you to hold the new key index sheets, which you may have 
received by now, for the index of that issue. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
November 3 


Sumner, Cid Ricketts Bobbs-Merrill 
TAMMY, TELL ME TRUE $3.75 


More of Tammy (the earlier book- Tammy Out of Time reached other audiences 
with Debbie Reynolds- on the record and in the motion picture) takes her from her 
shantyboat on the river out into the world-- after Pete, who was to marry her, goes 
away to college. Tammy who has never gotten "ladyfied" decides she needs more 
schooling- beyond the one book she really knows- the Good Book- and takes the Ellen B 
down the river to attend the university- and “pursue speaking, not so much public as 
private, though it is called public". Wealthy, notional Mrs. Call, with whom she is 
to stay, reverses the Dean's decision and comes to live on the Fllen B. Tom Freeman 
who gives the course in public speaking finds her Elizabethan-flavored folk speech 
not to be improved on and takes a protective, romantic interest in her; and when Pete, 
to whom she has been steadfast, moves away from her- Tom is there and is perhaps more 
of a man..... A comfortable, likable choice for conservative, perhaps countrified 
tastes, and certainly those who liked the earlier book- for its unretouched sentiment 
and warmth. (1C:59-14300) 


November 4 


Castellanos, Rosario Vanguard 
THE NINE GUARDIANS $3.95 


A sensitive, haunting novel of the period in Mexico when Cardenas as 
President, was backing the Indians in putting into effect the land laws which had 
long been a travesty of unobservance. The story is told through various members of 
the Arguello family:- the girl child of seven, who sees much but understands little; 
Cesar, head of the family, his interests deeply rooted in the ranch and its life- 
bitterly resentful of the spirit of revolution rife in the countryside and determined 
to defeat it at Chactajal, his ranch; Zoraida, his wife and chattel, who felt herself 
beneath him; Ernesto, the bastard son of Cesar's brother, brought in as a blind to 
teach the Indians of the ranch who could understand no word of Spanish; Matilde, a 
neurotic cousin, whose passion for Ernesto proved her downfall. The period is the 
late 1930's, when the strange blend of ignorance and superstition with arrogance and 
stubborn refusal to change bring disaster to the overlords- and little of benefit to 
the peons. It is a story of atmosphere and mood, slight in plot, but leaving an 
indelible impression of the gradual disintegration of the old ways as the new ways 
conquer something they cannot handle. Very successful when published in Mexico, this 
seems unlikely to reach anything more than a very limited public here. 
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November 6 


Rudigoz, Roger Coward-McCann * 
THE FRENCH DRAGOON V $3.95 


An episodically crowded historical novel deals, more broadly, with the demo- 
bilization and domestication of a professional soldier whose life experience has been 
limited to war, and more specifically, with an almost confusing succession of conspiracies- 
political and amatory- in which young, handsome, virile Claude Solassier is engaged. 
Solassier, a former Bonapartist, is now adrift until the outrageously eccentric Royalist, 
Marquis de Seillans,takes him into her home- made even more attractive by the presence of 
her niece Francoise. She also helps him to hide his old Colonel and good friend, Cruas, 
until the two of them go off together- Cruas to become involved in a conspiracy and to 
betray (or so it seems) Solassier. Disillusioned, Solassier returns to Francoise while 
also attracted to another woman. When Cruas contacts him again, he reveals that he is 
part of the attempt to bring Napoleon back. Solassier, now through with the fickle game 
of politics and war, refuses to collaborate and keeps Cruas a prisoner. So that as the 
Hundred Days draw to a close, Solassier is ready to become a family man- Cruas a man of 
God.... The improbable course of events, the quixotic tenor, give this a high-humored and 
picaresque disposition. More serious is the background on which it is based. Limited. 
(LC:59-11003) 


November 17 


Locke, Charles 0. Norton 
AMELIA RANKIN $3.75 


Report repeated from the November 15th, 1958, bulletin, when scheduled for 
early 1959 publication, as follows: "Again a Western deviant is a less exciting, and less 
excitingly original story than The Hell Bent Kid and substitutes- to an extent for action- %y 


the portrait of a woman, widowed, whose husband had left her not only the biggest spread 

in this part of the Texas territory but also a tremendous sense of obligation to all around 
her. A woman of heart as well as conscience, Amelia has given away much of her land to 
farmers who would work it, created a touchy situation particularly among those who believe 
that cattle and homesteaders don't mix. There is a shooting- by her newly hired foreman- 
and Amelia shelters him from a vigilante vengeance; resentment- even her daughter's- conso- 
lidates against her but she refuses to allow her men to carry arms. Finally, when peaceable 
methods fail, and she is the victim of a rough attack, she takes defensive measures which 
lead to a range war and then a trial... A steady, stalwart picture of the early Southwest, of 
more substance than the average action story in the field in which it will probably have its 
widest appeal. (1C0:59-5621)" 


November 29 


Taylor, Peter McDowell, Obolensky 
HAPPY FAMILIES ARE ALL ALIKE $3.95 


* This is a collection of ten short stories most of which have appeared in the 
New Yorker and the Kenyon Review. One of the stories won first prize in this year's 
O'Henry Award. If there is one general characteristic of these stories, told mainly in 
the first person, it is a narrative attitude of a certain maturity, if not wisdom, which 
has been gained in looking back, reflectively. This is an effective device exposing, as 
it does, touching misunderstandings and certain human foibles at various stages of life. 
A few of the stories are set in a middle sized city, not thoroughly mid-western, not 
thoroughly southern, during the depression, and involve families of good origin who are 
keeping up appearances, whose "hardships" are confined to cutting down the servant staff, we 
wearing hand-me-downs and arranging less elaborate debuts. Venus, Cupid, Folly and Time 
presents a foolish pair of eccentric old people who had become social arbiters in the city 
through their fondness for giving an annual dancing party for young people; in 1939 two 
students set out from a small college for New York in search of "mature and adult experience” 
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and only partly achieve it in an unexpected way; in Je Suis Perdu a professor in 
Paris, having just completed his book, is seized with the melancholy realization 

& that he got to Paris too late: Paris was for the very young or very rich and he was 
neither. A subtle elaboration of everyday events which manages to avoid the self- 
consciously "sensitive". (LC:59-15376) 


November 29 


West, Anthony C. McDowell, Obolensky 
THE NATIVE MOMENT $4.50 


River's End and Other Stories (1958) introduced an uninhibited and gifted 
young Irish writer to American readers. The Native Moment, his first novel, is a 
Lost Weekend sired by Ulysses out of Lady Chatterley - and it is not for the thin- 
skinned. A day and a night in Dublin - with the venal, squalid city as background, 
and pubs and bars and sordid rooming houses and harlot's quarters offering small 
escape from the teeming life of the city- as Simon, newly returned from America, 
tries to come to terms with the knowledge that Tamar, whom he had thought to wed, 
was pregnant by any one of a number of men who had had her. There is anger and 
bitterness, jealousy and hate, pity and resignation - but never is the city right 
for Simon whose philosophy and native wisdom bind him to the country he loves. At 
moments it is a repellent story in its raw sex and scatalogical minutiae; at times 
it rises above this in a lavishness of response to beauty, rejection of ugliness. 
And there is one memorable and unforgettable episode between Simon and Lena, a woman 
of the streets. But for the most part one senses, regretfully, the waste of a rare 
talent in an orgy of sensationalism- and in alternating outpourings of Gaelic 
meanderings. West has yet to come to terms with his genius. (LC:59-13760) (Q) 


& December 3 


Oliver, Mark Doubleday 
THE WANTON BOYS $3.95 


Set in the present, in a little Italian fishing village and the city of 
Portogrande (Naples?) this is the story of a waif - 12 year old Pasquale, one of ten 
children. After his father dies Pasquale's family is left near starvation and the 
children are sent out to beg or steal whatever food they can. The death of his 
sister and his thwarted attempt to steal his priest's alms box sends Pasquale off to 
Portogrande in search of better pickings. In Portogrande, destitute, Pasquale begins 
a@ precocious existence of robbing, begging, pimping and general depravity. I11 and 
useless, rejected by his "friends" he makes his way back to Mettani where he is be- 
friended by tourists. But it is already too late: infected by tuberculosis he is to 
spend his remaining days waiting for his death. In view of the fact that this is a 
vividly written novel it seems deliberately destructive that the author has managed 
to include in his story almost every possible cliche of situation and character: there 
is the cliche of the old, tired, muddled priest, trying to do an impossible job; the 
prostitute with the heart of gold; the English Catholic for whom the southern brand 
of her faith is incomprehensible; the agnostic Swede preaching his antiseptic notions 


of government to the unheeding Italians, etc., etc. ad tedium. (LC :59-14417 ) : 
December 28 | 4 
Kohner, Frederick Putnam 
CHER PAPA $3.50 
Franzie Hofer, 17, has a permissive, adoring Papa, and a Christmas stay 





at Sun Valley leads him to believe that his was not the right way to bring up a 
daughter. For Franzie has left college to work there and her father's visit intro- 
duces him to the Kahoona (Cass), a drifter, beach and ski bum, who has become Franzie's 
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Whole world. Hofer also becomes involved with B. Kelly, a wealthy widow, who had known 

Cass and, in finding him again, is ready to latch on to him for keeps; ready, too, to 

turn Franzie's romance inside out. It takes two snow slides - one to kill a ski instructor, 

and the other almost to kill Cass, to settle the issue for the three involved, and to send & 
Hofer home with a sense of thankfulness and relief about his daughter. This brings the 

Gidget type of youth a bit further along, finds decency and intelligence does develop in 

spite of seemingly aimless progress. Weighs in light. (LC:59-14388) 


THE SCORE ON FOUR 
December 9 


Procter, Maurice Harper 
KILLER AT LARGE $2.95 


Again Detective Chief Inspector Martineau has a particular pigeon - murderer 
Rainer recently escaped from prison. This hunt gives way to the priority of a missing 
9 year old girl and Martineau finds an interlocking of the two cases that proves the 
value of his searches, inquiries and observations. The accustomed dossier digging and 
police routines for this latest in Martineau's Granchester crime chronicles. (1C:59-13314) 


December 10 


Hood, Margaret Page Coward-McCann 
THE BELL ON LONELY $2795 


aon 


Unnatural death on isolated, haunted Lonely, island in Penobscot Bay, faces 
young deputy sheriff Gil Donan,with a full background of family histories and local gossip 
that is also suspicious. David Brackett's funeral bell calls his wife, his subnormal son, 
the enemies he has made and the daughter of the woman he loved to answer for the crime and 
Gil steps softly to keep scandal quiet. A filled-in whodunit. (1C0:59-14883) 


December 17 


Hitchens, Bert & Dolores Doubleday 
THE MAN WHO FOLLOWED WOMEN $2.95 


Cinder dicks,Farrel and Mike Kernehan,are still working on and for the railroad 
when middle-aged, balding Mr. Howery's penchant for following younger women leads to the 
freight yards. And while Howery's irregular pursuit can be dismissed, not so the operation 
in stolen tires and cigarettes he has innocently exposed and which takes Kernehan farther 
afield into the California desert.... Straightforward and active enough for all aboard. 
(LC:59-15001 ) 


Simenon, Georges Doubleday 
MADAME MAIGRET'S OWN CASE $2.95 


If it hadn't been that the famous Chief of the Paris detective bureau had an 
ordinarily unassuming, shy wife, the clues that lead to clearing up a baffling charge of 
murder might not have been traced. What a white hat and a pair of custom made shoes had to 
do with a dual murder and a passport forging racket provides the intricate web of a not 
too completely convincing achievement on the part of the Chief. Despite some loose 
threads and unresolved clues, it makes good reading. (1C:59-15002) eg 








~ 
Sec 





